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SUBJECT: PEOPLE'S DAILY ATTACKS OVEREMPHASIS ON PRODUCTION 
REF: A. HONG KONG 1281: B. HONG KONG 0900 

1. PEOPLE'S DAILY (PD) HAS ADVANCED THE SHANGHAI- 

ORIGINATED ATTACK ON LEADERS WHO OVEREMPHASIZE PRODUCTION. IN A 
FEBRUARY 1 FRONT PAGE SPREAD, PD CALLS NATIONAL ATTENTION TO THE 
SHANGHAI DOCK WORKERS BIG CHARACTER POSTER "BE MASTERS OF THE 
WHARF AND NOT SLAVES OF TONNAGE "(REF B). PD INCLUDES AN 
EDITOR'S NOTE WHICH STRESSES THE NEED TO LOOK AFTER "THE LINE" AS 
WELL AS PRODUCTION, AND IN EFFECT REBUKES 
CADRE WHO CONCENTRATE ON OUTPUT. 

2. THE PD NOTE ALSO PRAISES SHANGHAI S WORKERS FOR POSING THE 
"VITAL QUESTION" FACING MANAGEMENT TODAY: " WHAT DO THEY RELY ON 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 HONG K 01282 050823Z 

TO BOOST PRODUCTION?" BY IMPLICATION, PD S ANSWER STRIKES AT 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 

THOSE WHO FAVOR THE USE OF MATERIAL INCENTIVES. 

3. COMMENT. ONCE AGAIN, SHANGHAI IS PORTRAYED AS LEADING THE 
CURRENT CAMPAIGN AGAINST NEW TARGETS; IN THE PRESENT CASE, CADRE 
BACKSLIDING FROM THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION S EMPHASIS ON POLITICS 
OVER PRODUCTION. AS MEDIA (MOST RECENTLY IN SHENSI; REF A) HAVE 
WAREND, THOSE WHO OPPOSE POLITICAL CAMPAIGNS OFTEN FALL BACK ON 
THE NEED TO KEEP THE ECONOMY HUMMING. PD'S TREATMENT SUGGESTS 
THAT FALL-BACK POSITION IS ALREADY UNDER ATTACK. 

ALLEN 
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